Society of Environmental Journalists Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, October 19, 2011

Intercontinental Hotel, Miami, Florida

Board members present:

Carolyn Whetzel, President

Peter Fairley, Vice President for Programs

Don Hopey, Treasurer

Peter Thomson, Secretary

Douglas Fisher, Future Sites Committee chair

Christy George

Tom Henry

Heather King

Robert McClure

Sharon Oosthoek

Jennifer Weeks

Tom Yulsman

Jim Detjen (Founding President, non-voting)

Board members absent:

Ashley Ahearn

Jeff Burnside
Rob Davis, Vice President for Membership

Also present: 

SEJ Executive Director Beth Parke

SEJ member Jim Bruggers
President Whetzel calls the meeting to order at 9:49 pm.

Agenda Item 1: Future Sites Update

Whetzel reports that talks are underway with the University of California at Davis for 2013 or beyond.  Things working in our favor: Great location, great resources, huge new conference center, new chancellor who’s very eager to raise the school’s profile. Things working against us: uncertainty about how they would raise the money, shortage of hotel space.

Weeks reports that she is working possible Boston angles with MIT & Boston University.
Agenda Item 2: Executive Director’s report

Parke delivers another sobering report on SEJ’s financial outlook.  Says we’re holding our own on current quarter-quarter numbers but there’s still great concern about grant and conference (university) partnership prospects for 2012 and beyond. There are enough new developments to be hopeful but no new big fish.  Expects to finish 2011 about $120,000 below last year’s level of cash on hand and says if things don’t improve it might get to the point that we have to kill a program. 
McClure says the board set out to raise $900,000 for the year and we’ve only gotten $540,000 so far—we need to do more.

SEJ Member and former board president Jim Bruggers congratulates the board for expanding the sources from which SEJ will take financial support, but wonders whether there’s yet been a consistent effort to reach some of these new sources.

Parke: There’s been an intermittent effort, not really consistent.

Hopey: There’s a lot of low-hanging fruit out there…

Some further discussion on how to reach these people.

Parke: Our total earned income for the Miami conference is around $275,000, although because of high costs here we won’t be able to keep as much of this as we’d hoped.  That’s not as good as we’d hoped because of extra high costs but still OK.  And we should follow up with our exhibitors in a month re: continuing support of some kind.

Hopey: I’ve pitched an expansion of the Fund for Environmental Journalism to support a reporter position at an existing media outlet.  Will have more details to the board soon.  Heinz seems very interested, if we can get 2-3 other foundations to support this as well.

Parke: I think if we can get this going in 1 state we could prove it and quickly expand to 5 others.

Fairley: I’m a little uncomfortable with the process here—I celebrate your initiative but you’re going out and looking for funding for a program before the board has decided that we want to do it.

Hopey:  We don’t have the money yet—have to get the conversation started.  We’ll put the proposal on the agenda for the January meeting.
Parke: We’d use some of the first batch of money to do a feasibility study.

George: Living quarter to quarter is basically the universe in which most of us now live—I think this is reflected in the amount of work the board has been doing lately—we’re all overburdened.  But we’ve got to find a way to do what needs to be done, what we’ve committed to, or decide that we’re not going to do some stuff.

Fairley: We need to encourage more volunteerism among members here and now.  We have great volunteer energy, should always be looking for ways to “push stuff out.”  Among immediate needs: FEJ judging, awards committee, new online forum/blog.

George: Bring that up at Friday’s membership meeting.

Parke: I’m most concerned about membership—we’re losing quality and numbers, getting a lot of new applicants who aren’t qualified.  Important work is being done in environment reporting by people who are not SEJ members but should be.

Fairley: I’m not as concerned—1,400 is still a good number for us historically, and especially at a time when journalism in general is in a free-fall.

Agenda Item 5: New business
None offered.
Motion to adjourn—McClure
2nd by Fairley

No discussion

Motion passes unanimously

Meeting adjourns at 10:54 pm.

Minutes by Peter Thomson, SEJ Secretary
Society of Environmental Journalists Board of Directors Meeting 

Friday, October 21, 2011

Intercontinental Hotel, Miami, Florida

Board members present:

Ashley Ahearn

Jeff Burnside

Peter Fairley
Douglas Fisher 

Christy George

Tom Henry

Don Hopey

Heather King

Robert McClure

Sharon Oosthoek

Peter Thomson 

Jennifer Weeks
Carolyn Whetzel 
Roger Witherspoon
Tom Yulsman

Jim Detjen (Founding President, non-voting)

Also present: 

SEJ Executive Director Beth Parke
SEJ members Joe Davis, David Helvarg, Sally Deneen

Meeting called to order at 6:15

Agenda Item 1: Election of Officers
President Whetzel reports that all three members standing for election were elected, including new member Roger Witherspoon.

Current officers describe the duties of their positions—Whetzel-president; Fairley—VP for programs; Fairley—VP for Membership (formerly held position—most recent VPM Rob Davis no longer on board); Hopey—treasurer; Thomson—secretary.

Nominations offered for president: Whetzel, McClure, Hopey.  Hopey & McClure decline.
Motion to elect Whetzel president—George

2nd by McClure

No discussion

Motion approved unanimously

Nominations offered for VP for programs: McClure, Oosthoek, Fairley.  Oosthoek & McClure decline.

Motion to elect Fairley VP for programs—McClure
2nd by Thomson
No discussion

Motion approved unanimously

Nominations offered for VP for membership: Oosthoek, Witherspoon, Burnside, Weeks, Ahearn, Fischer, Henry.  Oosthoek, Witherspoon, Weeks, Fischer, & Henry decline.  Vote taken.  

Burnside elected VP for membership.
Nominations offered for treasurer: Oosthoek, George, Hopey.  Oosthoek & George decline.

Motion to elect Hopey treasurer—Thomson
2nd by Ahearn
No discussion

Motion approved unanimously

Nominations offered for secretary: Oosthoek, George, Henry, Witherspoon, Thomson.  George, Henry, Witherspoon & Thomson decline.

Motion to elect Oosthoek secretary—Fairley
2nd by Ahearn
No discussion

Motion approved unanimously

Agenda item 2: New business
King suggests that we invite representatives of possible future conference sites to annual conference gratis.

Suggestion well-received.

Some discussion of looking for a strategic location for the January meeting.

Board welcomes new member Roger Witherspoon.

Motion to adjourn: George
2nd by Ahearn
No discussion

Motion approved unanimously
Meeting adjourned at 6:41 pm
Minutes by Peter Thomson, SEJ Secretary
