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A defoliated canopy in Oakland Forest in Portsmouth where beech leaf disease has destroyed trees. PHOTOS BY KRIS CRAIG/THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL

Portsmouth forest could unlock a cure for devastating tree disease

Alex Kuffner The Providence Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

PORTSMOUTH - There are American beech treesin
Oakland Forest that are older than the nation.

As the centuries passed and the surroundings tran-
sitioned from woods to farms to house lots, these ele-
gant giants have hung on, thrived even, a constant
presence on the Aquidneck Island landscape.

Whether they continue to tower over their little
patch of Portsmouth, however, is far from certain.

The beech trees in this 20-acre, old-growth forest
are afflicted with an aggressive disease that has torn
across the northeast quadrant of the country, indis-
criminately infecting swathes of beeches wherever it
appears.

Shriveled leaves from an
infected beech tree.

The disease has spread to all of the beech trees here.

“There isn’t a single tree in this forest that doesn’t
have it,” says Alex Chuman, conservation director for
the Aquidneck Island Land Trust.

Chuman rounds a bend in the trail that cuts through
Oakland Forest and stops at yet another clearing that
wasn't here just a few years ago.

The dense canopy of beech foliage that once shaded
this part of the forest is gone now, replaced by dead
tree after dead tree after dead tree, nearly a dozen
trunks within view standing leafless like so many
grave markers.

“I know I sound like a broken record, but five years

See BEECH TREES, Page 11A

Judge halts Trump barring foreign
student enrollment with Harvard

from allowing the change to take effect.

U.S. District Judge Allison Bur-
roughs, appointed by then-President
Barack Obama, granted the Ivy League
school’s request for a temporary re-
straining order on May 23 because, she

Matunuck Oyster Bar fire not
caused by cooking equipment

Inspectors have been able to rule out
several possible causes, including com-
mercial cooking equipment being a di-
rect cause of the fire, according to a
news release.

The early morning fire destroyed the

Staff reports
Providence Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

Zachary Schermele
USA TODAY

Though no exact cause has been de-
termined, the Office of the State Fire
Marshal says preliminary indications
suggest the fire at Matunuck Oyster
Bar on May 20 was accidental.

Hours after Harvard University sued
the Trump administration for revoking
its ability to enroll international stu-
dents, a federal judge temporarily barred
the Department of Homeland Security

See HARVARD, Page 7A See FIRE, Page 7A

@Masse MSRP: $54'535 WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE
- BEDLINER/TONNEAU COVER: +$995

Wy Sure | e P CONSUMER: -$1,750

BONUS CASH: -§1,250

2024 DEALER 7#YEAR !

- 4 YEARS IN AROW - PAUL MASSE DISCOUNT -$2,000
10 IN STOCK, OVER 25 AVAILABLE INC. One (J) Price FOR EVERYONE: $ 51 ,44 U
DENALI, AT4 AND DOUBLE CAB
GMCPROSAFETY movreoesrRinerane  LEASE 3 9 B x24 MOS. W/ 0P
UTOMATICEMERGENCYBRAKING  LANE KEEP ASSIST Ty E— |
?anw;xm%ﬂmsmu ALERT LANE DEPARTURE WARNING OPTION 54,933 TOTAL DUE ' [ il
FOLLOWINGDISTANCE INDICATOR KEYLESS OPENANDSTART LEASES: 10,000 MILES PER YEAR - SALES TAX AND DOC FEE EXTRA - MUST HAVE A CURRENT GM/CONQUEST LEASE IN HOUSEHOLD : d 27) i - ,
i&iﬁﬁmmawnm %EIEQEETTQE;MMDER 2 u 2 5 S I E R R A E L Ev- Du u B L E c A B 4w D

Volume 196 | No. 264
To subscribe 401-277-7600
©2025 $3.00

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
providencejournal.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news
and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

||58 376 |0000 1|

© Copyright 2025 Providence Journal. All rights reserved.



Providence Journal (RI) - May 24, 2025 - page 10
May 24, 2025 | Providence Journal (RI) | Providence, Rhode Island | Page 10

© Copyright 2025 Providence Journal. All rights reserved.



