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First Av. ceiling collapses
Fire officials are assessing
integrity of the building.
By MARY LYNN SMITH,
LIZ SAWYER and JON BREAM
Star Tribune staff writers

CARTER IS
STRICKEN
BY
CANCER
Former President

Jimmy Carter, 90,
will fight the illness, discovered
during surgery. A4

NEFERTITI’S TOMB FOUND?

A ceiling collapse at the legendary downtown Minneapolis nightclub First Avenue sent
three people to the hospital
Wednesday night, and Minneapolis firefighters are evaluating the integrity of the building.
Reports of the collapse came

in at about 10 p.m.
Fire crews shut off water to
the area, the Minneapolis Fire
Department said.
“A large portion of the ceiling fell and took out water pipes
with it,” said Nate Kranz, First
Avenue general manager. “We
have no idea why or how it happened. We won’t know anything
about this until tomorrow. It
was a terrible surprise.”
Kranz said a couple of people
were taken out by ambulance.
Hennepin County Medical Cen-

ter spokeswoman Christine Hill
said three people were brought
into the emergency room and
are in satisfactory condition with
non-life-threatening injuries.
The ceiling that collapsed
was over the balcony DJ booth
at the back of the dance floor,
he said. A section fell onto the
floor about midway through
the headlining set by Canadian
metal band Theory of a Deadman. The show was stopped,
and the thousand or so fans
See COLLAPSE on A9 Ø
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It’ll be a hot one … for
the next few days B6

Hog-lot fight looms
along Lake Superior
Foes rally against plan to
build in Bayfield County.
By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY
josephine.marcotty@startribune.com
BAYFIELD, WIS. – The vivid
blue expanse of Lake Superior
and the national lakeshore
near Madeline Island here
in northern Wisconsin have
always been largely immune
to environmental threats from

factory farms — until now.
A proposal to build the first
large-scale livestock facility in
the Lake Superior watershed
has triggered fierce reaction in
the tiny towns along its southwest shore, where residents
depend on the lake for drinking water and the annual flow
of tourism dollars, a third of
which comes from Minnesota.
County boards have passed
See SUPERIOR on A6 Ø

Pipeline feud
dragging on

Debate over divisive Keystone XL
has taken longer
than average. A3

E-mail issue
dogs Clinton

Investigation
could linger into
2016, disrupting
campaign. A8

Now, refugees
swamp Greece

Financially
strapped nation
also faces humanitarian crisis. A7

No ill effects
to employers

The federal health
care law has not, as
feared, cut hiring
or work hours. A5
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Ex-student
faces charges

Bag of gas-soaked
towels, flares left
at U’s Coffman
Union. B3

Meows, wows
at cat film fest

Popular event has
moved to St. Paul,
drawing record
crowd. B1

Judge orders
swift reform

Minnesota’s sex
offender program
needs fixes, and
quickly. B1
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Sano leads a
Twins barrage
Rookie clouts two
home runs, gets 6
RBI in 11-1 defeat
of Rangers. C1

Spieth aims for
American slam
PGA victory would
add to Masters,
U.S. Open wins. C1
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Big apartment
plan near MOA
Bloomington
development will
include 394 rental
units. D1

H AV E YO U
H E A R D?

Poachers are
taking a toll on
India’s tigers, and
advocates say not
enough is being
done to help. A2
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DANCING WITH THE STARS
A dazzling display of lights dancing across the night sky on Wednesday near Canyon, Minn., north of Duluth, offered a preview of the
Perseid meteor shower. The annual celestial fireworks display was expected to peak early Thursday morning. According to NASA, this
year’s viewing, thanks to Jupiter’s position and its agitating gravitational effect on comet particles, will drive them closer to the Earth.

Courtroom
camera rules
are relaxed

At least 17 people were
killed, hundreds injured.

Prosecutor:
Zumberge a
calm killer

By DAVID CHANEN
david.chanen@startribune.com

By CHRISTOPHER BODEEN
Associated Press

By CHAO XIONG
chao.xiong@startribune.com

The Minnesota Supreme
Court has decided to at least
temporarily relax courtroom
camera restrictions for criminal trials, issuing an order
Wednesday that media only
need to get a judge’s approval
to broadcast or take pictures in
the courtroom.
The two-year pilot project is
a small but dramatic change for
a state known to have some of
the most restrictive courtroom
camera laws in the country. It
comes after more than 30 years
of intense debate by some of the
state’s best legal minds and after
a report and recommendations
by an advisory committee and
a public hearing last year.
The pilot project will be evaluated in January 2018. The rules
will be far different to those now
in place for civil cases, which
started allowing cameras to cover
entire trials in 2013. Only a handful
of civil cases have been televised.
No video or audio media
coverage will be allowed during the actual trial. Cameras can

TIANJIN, CHINA – Huge
explosions at a warehouse
for dangerous materials in
the northeastern Chinese
port of Tianjin killed at least
17 people, injured hundreds
and sent massive fireballs into
the night sky, officials and witnesses said Thursday.
China’s state broadcaster,
CCTV, said that at least 17
people were killed and that
32 others were in critical
condition in hospitals after
Wednesday’s disaster. Nine
firefighters were among the
dead, Reuters reported.
“The shock waves were
felt kilometers away, with
some residents claiming their
window glass and fish tanks
shattered,” said Xinhua, the
official news agency.
The Beijing News and other
local media in Tianjin said that
300 to 400 people had been
hospitalized, many from injuries caused by shattered glass.
It also reported that more than
400 Tianjin residents had

Just minutes after he
squeezed off four shotgun cartridges at his New Brighton
neighbors last year, spraying the
couple with 32 projectiles, Neal
Zumberge called 911 to report
what he’d done.
He was “calm” during the call
because he had plotted the coldblooded act, Assistant Ramsey
County Attorney Anna Christie
said Wednesday in her opening
statements at Zumberge’s murder trial in St. Paul.
“This was something he had
been thinking about, planning,”
Christie told jurors, “… he stood
there watching and watching
and waiting until the time was
right” to shoot.
In coming days, a Ramsey
County jury will have to
determine whether Christie’s

See CAMERAS on A8 Ø
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Deadly blasts rock Chinese port

CHINAFOTOPRESS • ChinaFotoPress via Getty Images

Fire billowed into the sky after explosions Wednesday in
Tianjin, China. The cause of the blasts was not clear.
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Neal C. Zumberge faces
multiple charges
in the death of
neighbor Todd
Stevens.
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Foes rally against proposed hog farm
ø SUPERIOR from A1

feedlot moratoriums, thousands have signed petitions,
and local Indian tribes have
persuaded the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to weigh in on the state’s
review. And last week, an Ashland City Council member led
a “stink-in” with buckets of pig
manure that gave a whiff of
what could be in store.
The community uprising
is all the more notable given
Wisconsin’s farming history,
cuts to environmental protections by the Republican Legislature and the anti-regulatory
drumbeat coming from Gov.
Scott Walker’s presidential
campaign.
“This is a real uphill battle
for us,” said Bill Bussey, a board
supervisor in Bayfield County,
where the swine operation
would be built. “But I think we
need to undertake it.”
Officials with Reicks View
Farms, an Iowa operation that
wants to build the 26,000-head
hog operation, said they were
taken aback by the intensity of
local opposition. They said the
feedlot will abide by all state
clean-water rules, and they
even welcomed the state’s
decision last month to conduct
a major environmental impact
statement on the proposal, an
unusual step for a feedlot.
Reicks View runs several
businesses, including 40 swine
facilities, in northeast Iowa. It
chose northern Wisconsin for
a new sow-breeding operation
largely to escape the infectious
diseases that have devastated
the pork industry in recent
years.
“We’ve been looking north
for a more isolated area for a
long time,” said Gene Noem,
head of swine operations for
Reicks View. “We intend to
run an operation that follows
all the laws and operates in an
environmentally friendly way.”
Green Bay pollution
The proposal for the feedlot, to be called Badgerwood,
first surfaced in January.
Reicks View asked the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for a permit for
a facility that would house
26,000 swine, mostly piglets, and produce 9 to 10 million gallons of manure a year.
The manure would be spread
across 1,380 agricultural acres,
some owned by the company
and some by neighboring
farmers.
Large animal operations are
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why it’s supported by some
current and former farmers
in the area.
“This is the modern agriculture that we have progressed
to,” said Clay Burditt, who
farms near Ashland. Opposition to it, he said, “is an attack
on our way of life.”

DEB PASTNER • dpastner@startribune.com

Opponents of a proposed large-scale hog facility in the Lake Superior watershed are worried about possible pollution runoff.

nothing new to Wisconsin —
the state is home to some 272
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) of
1,000 animals or more, mostly
dairy and beef, and many more
smaller ones.
Nor is agriculture new to
the area around Bayfield, Ashland and the shores of Lake
Superior. Fruit orchards dot
the hills of the mainland above
the Apostle Islands. The townships south of Ashland, where
the CAFO would be built,
depend on cows and crops —
the site itself is a former dairy
farm. And, as Noem pointed
out, the fields they would use
to spread manure are already
fertilized regularly.
But the number of big feedlots in Wisconsin has been
growing steadily since 2000,
and they are increasingly controversial — especially near
Green Bay. There, runoff from
manure and other fertilizers
has contributed to a major
dead zone in the bay and contaminated some local wells.
An administrative law judge
said last year that a “massive
regulatory failure” had led to
groundwater contamination in
the area and ordered the Wisconsin DNR to act, a case that

has convinced many communities around Lake Superior
that the state is not going to
protect their bay.
Noem said he hopes that
those in the community will
judge Reicks View on its own
record and not on the industry
in general.
Local residents also fear
their countryside is not suitable for intensive farming.
“I can’t imagine a more
inappropriate place” for a
large livestock operation, said
Gordon Stevenson, who ran
the Wisconsin DNR’s agricultural runoff program before
his retirement. He is now an
outspoken critic of his former
employer and the state’s environmental policies.
That area of Lake Superior
is also home to two Indian
tribes that are aligned with
the anti-CAFO group and are
increasingly outspoken to the
federal government about
the cumulative environmental problems throughout the
region, said Jim Zorn, executive administrator of the Great
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife
Commission.
“You have to start looking
at this on a comprehensive
basis,” he said.

The area around the Apostle Islands is granted extra
federal and state protections
because it is considered a
largely pristine and outstanding resource, said Bob Krumenaker, superintendent of
the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore. That means the
state has an extra responsibility to ensure it stays that way,
he wrote in a letter to the DNR
urging a comprehensive environmental review.
“This park is something that
is precious,” he said.
Blue turns red
Opponents are mostly worried that pollutants will run
into a trout stream and Fish
Creek, which empties into
Chequamegon Bay close to
the intake pipe for Ashland’s
drinking water. Fish Creek
already has excessive levels
of phosphorus, a nutrient that
causes algal blooms and E. coli,
said Randy Lehr, an environmental scientist at Northland
College in Ashland.
The big storms expected to
become more common with
climate change would aggravate the risks. In 2012, Chequamegon Bay and the Apostle
Islands experienced their first

algal bloom, following the massive rainstorm that flooded
towns from Duluth to Ashland
and turned the blue Lake Superior water red with clay.
“That was big news for us,”
Lehr said.
It’s not clear at this point
what impact 10 million gallons of manure would have
in the watershed, Lehr said. A
lot depends on how much of a
nutrient load is in the system
already and how much makes
its way to the lake.
Lehr’s research shows that
phosphorus levels in the bay
are hovering around the maximum allowed by state and
federal law, but an EPA study
found that in 2008 they were
much higher.
Noem and other agriculture
experts say that with careful
management and soil studies,
manure applications can be
precisely calibrated to what
the crops need in order to prevent runoff and groundwater
contamination.
“Manure as a fertilizer is
valuable to us,” Noem said.
“We will figure out ways not
to waste it.”
Badgerwood would also
create jobs and boost the local
economy, he said, one reason

Local strategy
In fact, the local communities may not have the
legal power to stop it. Wisconsin passed a law in 2006
that sets basic standards for
CAFOS and neutralized local
zoning laws. If an applicant
can meet them and provide
necessary information in the
permit, then the DNR must
approve it.
Those opposing the project,
led by a group called Farms
Not Factories, are now trying to persuade the Bayfield
County Board of Supervisors
to consider a strategy that
local communities have used
to control frac sand mines in
the state — operational zoning
laws. In essence, they would
require Badgerwood to prove
that it won’t pollute the water,
spread disease or cause noxious smells, said Glenn Stoddard, an attorney with Farms
Not Factories.
Going up against powerful
political and agricultural interests in the state will require
enormous fortitude from local
elected officials, said Mary
Dougherty, a Bayfield resident
and founder of Farms Not Factories. And that means citizens
have to be engaged about taking control of where they live,
she said.
“We are, in a crazy way,
fortunate that this showed up
because we can figure what we
want for the community,” she
said. “The water unites every
single person up here.”
Josephine Marcotty • 612-673-7394

“We intend to run an operation that follows all the laws and operates in an
environmentally friendly way.” Gene Noem, head of swine operations for Reicks View Farms

Powerful blasts rock Chinese port, leaving at least 17 people dead
ø EXPLOSIONS from A1

lined up to donate blood at a
hospital.
According to the China
Earthquake Administration’s
official account on Weibo, a
Web messaging network similar to Twitter, the first explosion took place at 11:34 p.m.
and registered as a magnitude
2.3. A second, magnitude-2.9
explosion came 30 seconds
later, and it called that one “the
equivalent of 21 tons of TNT.”
“I thought it was an earthquake, so I rushed downstairs
without my shoes on,” said
Tianjin resident Zhang Siyu,
whose home is more than a
mile from the blast site. “Only
once I was outside did I realize it was an explosion. There
was the huge fireball in the sky
with thick clouds. Everybody
could see it.”
Zhang said she could see
wounded people weeping.
She said she did not see anyone who had been killed, but
“I could feel death.”
Unanswered questions
The precise nature of the
materials that exploded was
not made clear, and there was
no indication whether the
blast was accidental or intentional. There was no official
confirmation of what caused
the blasts, and no immediate
sign of any large release of
toxic chemicals into the air.
Beijing News reported on
its website that there was some
unidentified yellow foam
flowing at the site.

Electric power to the blast
area was cut and streets were
sealed off by the police.
As daylight broke early
Thursday, an enormous black
plume of smoke hung over the
horizon. Residents of a nearby
residential area gathered on
the street wearing disposable
facemasks as injured people,
just released from the hospital, hobbled down the street.
The glass on scores of highrise buildings was shattered
and rows of curtains fluttered
through the broken windows.
Workers swept glass off the
street, a wide boulevard surrounded by new high rises.
Police in Tianjin said an initial blast took place at shipping
containers in a warehouse for
hazardous materials owned
by Ruihai Logistics, a company that says it’s approved to
handle hazardous materials.
State media said that senior
management of the company
had been detained by authorities and that President Xi Jinping has demanded severe
punishment for anyone found
responsible for the explosions.
The explosions took place
in a mostly industrial zone.
Buildings of a half-dozen
other logistics companies
were destroyed in the blasts,
and more than 1,000 new
Renault cars were left charred
in a nearby parking lot, Beijing
News reported.
Photos taken by bystanders and circulating on blogs
show a gigantic fireball high
in the sky, with a mushroom-

cloud. Other photos on state
media outlets showed a sea of
fire that painted the night sky
bright orange, with tall plumes
of smoke.
A little more than a mile
from the explosion site is the
luxury Fifth Avenue apartment
complex on a road strewn
with pieces of charred metal
thrown from explosion. Like
surrounding buildings, the
Mediterranean-style complex
had its windows blown out and
some surfaces were scorched.
Apartments a total loss
“It’s lucky no one had moved
in,” said a worker on the site,
Liu Junwei, 29. “But for us it’s a
total loss. Two years hard work
down the drain.”
“It had been all quiet, then
the sky just lit up brighter
than day and it looked like a
fireworks show,” said another
worker on the site who gave
just his surname, Li.
In one neighborhood about
6 to 12 miles from the blast site,
some residents were sleeping on the street wearing gas
masks, although there was no
perceptible problem with the
air apart from massive clouds
of smoke seen in the distance.
“It was like what we were
told a nuclear bomb would be
like,” said truck driver Zhao
Zhencheng, who spent the
night in the cab of his truck.
“I’ve never even thought I’d see
such a thing. It was terrifying
but also beautiful.”
At the nearby Taida Hospital as dawn broke, military

Chinatopix via AP

Tianjin’s streets were filled with people who were evacuated from their homes late Wednesday.

medical tents were set up. Photos online showed patients in
bandages and with cuts.
State broadcaster CCTV
said six battalions of firefighters had brought the fire under
control, although it was still
burning early Thursday.
Ruihai Logistics said on its
website that it was established
in 2011 and that it handles 1 million tons of cargo annually.
Tianjin, with a population
of about 15 million, is about 75
miles east of Beijing and is one
of the country’s major ports. It
is one of China’s more modern
cities and is connected to the
capital by high-speed rail.

NG HAN GUAN • Associated Press

An injured man walked out of a hospital after the powerful
blasts Wednesday in Tianjin, China. Hundreds were injured.
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Hog-lot fight looms along Lake Superior
By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY

BAYFIELD, WIS. – The vivid blue expanse of Lake Superior and the national lakeshore near Madeline
Island here in northern Wisconsin have always been largely immune to environmental threats from factory farms —
until now.
A proposal to build the first large-scale livestock facility in the Lake Superior watershed has triggered
fierce reaction in the tiny towns along its southwest shore, where residents depend on the lake for drinking water and
the annual flow of tourism dollars, a third of which comes from Minnesota.
County boards have passed feedlot moratoriums, thousands have signed petitions, and local Indian tribes
have persuaded the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to weigh in on the state’s review. And last week,
an Ashland City Council member led a “stink-in” with buckets of pig manure that gave a whiff of what could be in
store.
The community uprising is all the more notable given Wisconsin’s farming history, cuts to environmental
protections by the Republican Legislature and the anti-regulatory drumbeat coming from Gov. Scott Walker’s
presidential campaign.
“This is a real uphill battle for us,” said Bill Bussey, a board supervisor in Bayfield County, where the
swine operation would be built. “But I think we need to undertake it.”
Officials with Reicks View Farms, an Iowa operation that wants to build the 26,000-head hog operation,
said they were taken aback by the intensity of local opposition. They said the feedlot will abide by all state cleanwater rules, and they even welcomed the state’s decision last month to conduct a major environmental impact
statement on the proposal, an unusual step for a feedlot.
Reicks View runs several businesses, including 40 swine facilities, in northeast Iowa. It chose northern
Wisconsin for a new sow-breeding operation largely to escape the infectious diseases that have devastated the pork
industry in recent years.
“We’ve been looking north for a more isolated area for a long time,” said Gene Noem, head of swine
operations for Reicks View. “We intend to run an operation that follows all the laws and operates in an
environmentally friendly way.”
Green Bay pollution
The proposal for the feedlot, to be called Badgerwood, first surfaced in January. Reicks View asked the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for a permit for a facility that would house 26,000 swine, mostly
piglets, and produce 9 to 10 million gallons of manure a year. The manure would be spread across 1,380 agricultural
acres, some owned by the company and some by neighboring farmers.
Large animal operations are nothing new to Wisconsin — the state is home to some 272 Concentrated
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) of 1,000 animals or more, mostly dairy and beef, and many more smaller
ones.
Nor is agriculture new to the area around Bayfield, Ashland and the shores of Lake Superior. Fruit orchards
dot the hills of the mainland above the Apostle Islands. The townships south of Ashland, where the CAFO would be
built, depend on cows and crops — the site itself is a former dairy farm. And, as Noem pointed out, the fields they
would use to spread manure are already fertilized regularly.
But the number of big feedlots in Wisconsin has been growing steadily since 2000, and they are
increasingly controversial — especially near Green Bay. There, runoff from manure and other fertilizers has
contributed to a major dead zone in the bay and contaminated some local wells.

Hog-lot fight looms along Lake Superior

An administrative law judge said last year that a “massive regulatory failure” had led to groundwater
contamination in the area and ordered the Wisconsin DNR to act, a case that has convinced many communities
around Lake Superior that the state is not going to protect their bay.
Noem said he hopes that those in the community will judge Reicks View on its own record and not on the
industry in general.
Local residents also fear their countryside is not suitable for intensive farming.
“I can’t imagine a more inappropriate place” for a large livestock operation, said Gordon Stevenson, who
ran the Wisconsin DNR’s agricultural runoff program before his retirement. He is now an outspoken critic of his
former employer and the state’s environmental policies.
That area of Lake Superior is also home to two Indian tribes that are aligned with the anti-CAFO group and
are increasingly outspoken to the federal government about the cumulative environmental problems throughout the
region, said Jim Zorn, executive administrator of the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission.
“You have to start looking at this on a comprehensive basis,” he said.
The area around the Apostle Islands is granted extra federal and state protections because it is considered a
largely pristine and outstanding resource, said Bob Krumenaker, superintendent of the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore. That means the state has an extra responsibility to ensure it stays that way, he wrote in a letter to the
DNR urging a comprehensive environmental review.
“This park is something that is precious,” he said.
Blue turns red
Opponents are mostly worried that pollutants will run into a trout stream and Fish Creek, which empties
into Chequamegon Bay close to the intake pipe for Ashland’s drinking water. Fish Creek already has excessive
levels of phosphorus, a nutrient that causes algal blooms and E. coli, said Randy Lehr, an environmental scientist at
Northland College in Ashland.
The big storms expected to become more common with climate change would aggravate the risks. In 2012,
Chequamegon Bay and the Apostle Islands experienced their first algal bloom, following the massive rainstorm that
flooded towns from Duluth to Ashland and turned the blue Lake Superior water red with clay.
“That was big news for us,” Lehr said.
It’s not clear at this point what impact 10 million gallons of manure would have in the watershed, Lehr
said. A lot depends on how much of a nutrient load is in the system already and how much makes its way to the
lake.
Lehr’s research shows that phosphorus levels in the bay are hovering around the maximum allowed by state
and federal law, but an EPA study found that in 2008 they were much higher.
Noem and other agriculture experts say that with careful management and soil studies, manure applications
can be precisely calibrated to what the crops need in order to prevent runoff and groundwater contamination.
“Manure as a fertilizer is valuable to us,” Noem said. “We will figure out ways not to waste it.”
Badgerwood would also create jobs and boost the local economy, he said, one reason why it’s supported by some
current and former farmers in the area.
“This is the modern agriculture that we have progressed to,” said Clay Burditt, who farms near Ashland.
Opposition to it, he said, “is an attack on our way of life.”
Local strategy
In fact, the local communities may not have the legal power to stop it. Wisconsin passed a law in 2006 that
sets basic standards for CAFOS and neutralized local zoning laws. If an applicant can meet them and provide
necessary information in the permit, then the DNR must approve it.
Those opposing the project, led by a group called Farms Not Factories, are now trying to persuade the
Bayfield County Board of Supervisors to consider a strategy that local communities have used to control frac sand
mines in the state — operational zoning laws. In essence, they would require Badgerwood to prove that it won’t
pollute the water, spread disease or cause noxious smells, said Glenn Stoddard, an attorney with Farms Not
Factories.
Going up against powerful political and agricultural interests in the state will require enormous fortitude
from local elected officials, said Mary Dougherty, a Bayfield resident and founder of Farms Not Factories. And that
means citizens have to be engaged about taking control of where they live, she said.
“We are, in a crazy way, fortunate that this showed up because we can figure what we want for the
community,” she said. “The water unites every single person up here.”

Hog-lot fight looms along Lake Superior

